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cases, and should not be surprised if they were not de-
serving of pardon, but that Grant should interpose and
try, by straining and violating the law, to defeat an act
of clemency on the part of his predecessor, displays male-
volence as well as ignorance, and is characteristic.

I this evening parted with ex-President Johnson and his
family, who leave in the morning for Tennessee. No better
persons have occupied the Executive Mansion, and I part
from them, socially and personally, with sincere regret.
Of the President, politically and officially, I need not here
speak further than to say he has been faithful to the Con-
stitution, although his administrative capabilities and
management may not equal some of his predecessors. Of
measures he was a good judge, but not always of men.

March 18, Thursday. The Senate is still debating the
Tenure-of-Office Law. There is great reluctance to yield
power on the part of mankind generally, especially if im-
properly obtained, and the Radical majority of the Senate
is no exception. Although the most stupid of them must
be aware that the power and energy of the Executive are
crippled, and that the public business, and especially the
collection of the revenue, is thereby greatly impaired, still
they cling to power. Office is really the great impelling
motive of the Radicals, the alpha and omega of their acts.
No regard for the Constitution or principle governs them.

March 19, Friday. Honest John Lenthall, Chief Naval
Constructor, called on me last evening. He feels unhappy
over the condition of affairs at the Navy Department.
Thinks Mr. Borie well disposed, but that he is feeble,
timid, and inefficient. Porter, on the other hand, is offi-
cious, presuming, and meddlesome. Borie is dwarfed and
overborne by the self-assuming and arrogant Vice-Ad-
miral, L. says P. displays a great amount of ignorance and
puerility in his orders and assumptions; talks of economy
but spends recklessly. Bridge (Paymaster) came in later